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Our guiding principles to make business 

owners feel welcomed and wanted



Seeking Projects that share our values

- Accessible Leadership

- Conservative Business Principles

- Free Markets and Fiscal Responsibility

- Limited Government, Lower Tax

- Less Regulation

- Small Town Values



“Capital goes where it’s 

welcome, and stays where it’s 

well treated.” - Walter B. Wriston, Former 

Chairman of Citicorp





Montana Comeback Plan
“With lower taxes and responsible, 
responsive government, our economy is 
going again, we’re open for business, and 
Montanans are back to work,” the governor 
said. “We’ll continue to foster a climate 
where businesses can thrive and create 
sustainable, good-paying jobs and greater 
opportunities for more Montanans.”

Montana Governor Greg Gianforte



Governor Greg Gianforte Invites You to 

Choose Montana



Rural Opportunities
“Somewhere in a big metro area a growing business is 
wondering how they'll grow and stay competitive 
while facing rising rents, high taxes, city restrictions 
and a fickle labor force. Meanwhile, leaders of rural 
communities are wondering how to bring good jobs 
and economic stability to their community – offering 
lower operating costs, favorable tax treatment, 
incentives and dedicated workers.” – Justin Erickson, 
Site Selector



Montana Fast Facts
❑#1 Best Place to Start a Business

❑Top 5 State Business Tax Climate

❑Lowest manufacturing labor costs west of the Mississippi 

river

❑One of the lowest personal tax burdens in an individual’s 

lifetime

❑Montana offers one of the lowest health insurance costs 

in the Western USA

❑Top 10 for Least Heavily Regulated States



Montanans Are Our Best Asset

❑#1 State Highest Concentration of Veterans in 

Continental USA on a per capita basis

❑#1 State Highest Entrepreneurship per capita

❑Montanans are more loyal to employers, 

beating U.S. average



Education Interests

•  According to World Population Review, Montana 
had the highest high school graduation rate in the 
country last year.

• Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math 
(STEM) degrees are the highest % of awarded 
degree types since school year 2009-2010.

• Robust University System including seven tribal 
colleges with a combined 40,000+ enrollment 
each semester.

• More than 17,000 students enrolled in industrial 
tech/trade career and technical education.



Positive Population Trend

In 2021, Montana had the 

highest net inflow of moves per 

capita, with 73% of moves 

inbound. 

Billings was the #1 destination, 

with a 3.9 to 1 inbound to 

outbound ratio.



Newly Established Financial Programs…

Entrepreneur Magnet Act:  Exempts qualifying businesses from paying state capital gains tax on the sales 

of employee-owned stock.

House Bill 303:  Passed in 2021, triples the exemption of business equipment from property tax to 

$300,000.

Employer Job Growth Incentive Tax Credit:  HB 629 enacted in 2021 created a new non-refundable annual 

job growth incentives credit to apply against state corporate or individual income tax for tax years 2022 

through 2028.  Credit can be carried forward 10 years.

House Bill 252:  Passed in 2021, created a flexible non-refundable employer tax credit for employer-paid 

trades education up to $2,000/per employee with a $25,000 cap per employer.



Newly Established Financial Programs…

Montana State Small Business Credit Initiative:  Dynamic loan participation program through economic 

development organizations to assist existing Montana businesses and new Montana businesses entering the 

market.

Montana American Rescue Plan Workforce Training Grant:  Provides up to $3,000 per eligible employee 

to reimburse businesses for costs associated with training new and existing full-time workers.

Commercial Property Assesses Clean Energy (C-PACE):  Special tool that can finance energy efficiency 

and renewable energy improvements on commercial property.





Very Competitive Industrial Electricity 

Rates with Freedom to Choose

Montana has one of the 

lowest industrial electric 

rates in America:  

5.1₵/kWh average



Red Carpet Tour with White Glove Service



• Customized 

Site Selection 

Agenda 

catered to the 

needs of the 

company.



Some final words…

“As an investor, I’m always looking for states that have 
pro-business regulatory environments, competitive 
taxes and leadership, that wants to do business,” O’Leary 
said in an email. “Montana is starting to give Florida and 
Texas a run for their money. That’s why I’m here.”

Shark Tank’s Kevin O’Leary



Thank You

Frederick Van Den Abbeel, Business Attraction Manager

Located in San Jose, California

T 406.841.2821

E fvan@mt.gov

Cameron Johnson, Business Attraction Coordinator

Located in Helena, Montana

T 406.841.2893

E camjohnson@mt.gov
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